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North Cerney Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

on 6th December 2021 at 7.30 pm

at The Memorial Hall, North Cerney

Present:
Councillors  Adam Stoten, Nigel Wilkes, Linda de Carles, Elisabeth Butler 

and Clare Cannock and Barr Koch as RFO

Presiding:
Councillor Adam Stoten (Vice-Chair)

Clerk:

V Hancock

Apologies:
Councillors Mark Tufnell and Cathy Martin, County Councillor Paul 


Hodgkinson 
and District Councillor Jenny Forde
1. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 23rd September 2021  
The Council resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 23rd September 2021 at The Memorial hall, North Cerney be approved and signed.
2. Matters Arising:
2.1 Defibrillator: Councillor Stoten was trying to arrange a date in the New Year for a training session..

2.2 Trees in the river: The Clerk reported that GCC Highways still appeared to be unable to locate the trees. She would raise it again with Councillor Hodgkinson, and Councillors Stoten and Cannock said they would be willing to meet with Highways.
3. District and County Issues:  

3.1 County Council: Councillor Hodgkinson had sent a note regarding the following:

3.1.1 Covid: Cases in Gloucestershire remained high and the NHS and ambulance service were under a lot of pressure. Booster vaccinations were available to all those over 40, and were likely to be extended soon to all adults. Masks were now mandatory in shops and on public transport.

3.1.2 Highways: The extension of the 40 mph speed limit on the A435 was still with the GCC road safety team.

3.1.3:Chapel Lane: The stretch of poor road surface from Chapel Lane to The Whiteway was due to be dealt with by 31st March, and this had been confirmed recently. The work would be funded from his Highways Local fund.

He mentioned that any potholes could be reported on the GCC website. If there were delays, ne could intervene.

3.2 District Council: Councillor Forde had sent a briefing (circulated to Councillors) dealing with the following:

3.2.1 Flood Wardens: Cotswold District Council had launched its flood warden scheme to town and parish councils, and meetings had been held in Cirencester and Moreton-in-Marsh

3.2.2 Brownfield Sites: The Council had approved over 100 affordable homes on Brownfield sites in Cirencester and Kempsford in partnership with Bromford Housing. Bromford Housing had completed a regeneration scheme to replace housing no longer fit for purpose in Paterson Road Cirenceter, to provide 36 affordable rent and shared
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ownership homes. Regeneration schemes were planned for Cross Tree Crescent and Oakley Flats, Kempsford and Leaholme Court, Cirencester

3.2.3 Town and Parish Council engagement: The Council was preparing a schedule of engagement events

3.2.4 20 is plenty campaign: Cotswold District Council is supporting this campaign. It was also encouraging Parish Councils to sign up to the Community Speedwatch scheme, and to consider purchasing their own speed guns.

3.2.5 Cotswold Crowdfunding: Since its launch in April, over £72.000 had been pledged to 15 community projects, and over 1100 individual backers had pledged a total of £280,000 for projects.

3.2.6 Cirencester Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan: Work would start shortly on a plan to include Cirencester and a radius of 7 miles around, with the project being lead by Gloucestershire's transport policy team and CDC's sustainable transport officer. The purpose is to identify cost-effective improvements that can be made to increase the proportion of people walking and cycling, and reduce car usage. There will be consultations. The project is scheduled to be completed by March 2022.

3.2.7 Net-zero carbon tool kit: The Council has developed a zero-carbon tool kit for builders, architects, developers and home-owners, which is available on its website.
4. Financial Matters
4.1 Reconciliation statement and authorisation of expenditure: The reconciliation statement was presented by the RFO and it was resolved that it be approved. £1,500, the balance of the precept for this year, had been received. The following expenditure was approved:

	Ross Collins
	Playground mowing
	800.00

	Roy Savory
	Mowing village green
	160.00

	Village Hall
	Hire of hall September & December
	30.00


4.2 Budget and precept for 2022-23: The RFO expected there would be a balance of some £3.500 at the end of the financial year. Ross Collins' estimate for mowing the playground was awaited. It was agreed to increase to £175 the payment for mowing the village green. No unusual major expenditure was expected next year, but items might arise during the year. It was resolved to keep the precept at its present figure of £6,000.

4.3 Bank Account signatories: The present signatories were Councillor Wilkes and the RFO. He said it would be convenient to have an alternate councillor signatory. It was resolved that Councillor be a signatory, if she was willing, but otherwise Councillor de Carles would be a signatory.
5. Highway Issues:
5.1 “20 is plenty” campaign: After discussion, the Council resolved as follows:

1. To contact Gloucestershire County Council asking for serious consideration to be given to how best, and most cost effectively a  20mph speed limit can be progressed throughout residential areas of  the Parish Council. Also consider, implementing a County wide residential 20mph speed limit.


2. To inform the local media of this decision;


3. Write to our MP (enclosing a copy of this motion) asking him to support the implementation of 20mph limits for residential areas throughout the North Cerney Parish


5.2 Other Highway issues: A question was raised regarding the various sets of traffic lights that had appeared on the A435 over past weeks, even though at times no work had been underway. The Clerk would raise this with Councillor Hodgkinson.
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6. Neighbourhood Watch and crime prevention: Councillor Wilkes reported on the crime figures received from PCSO Biddell. During the period from November 2020 to November 2021 in North Cerney there had been 11 cases of violence, 5 of burglary, 11 of theft and 6 of criminal damage. For Woodmancote the figures were 28 violence, 6 burglary, 7 theft, 13 criminal damage and 3 drugs. No figures were given for Calmsden.
7. Woodmancote playground: Councillor Butler said she was still inspecting the playground fortnightly. Tim Adams was repairing the gate, and she would shortly order the protective shield for the base of the basketball post. It had been noted that there were some youths hanging around the playground but they were not causing any disturbance.
8. Planning applications and Tree Preservation Orders: Only one application had been notified to the Council, for an extension at Scrubditch Farm. No consents had been granted since the last meeting.
9. Correspondence: The following had been received by the Clerk:

9.1 Notification that the Fosse Way recycling centre would be closed for about a month from 8 November. Recent enquiries indicated there was as yet no date for its re-opening

9.2 From CDC regarding their Budget Consultation (now closed)

9.3 From CDC with notice it was proposing to carry out a Community Governance Review to consider creating, merging, altering or abolishing parishes, the naming of parishes, and electoral arrangements etc. Parishes wee invited to suggest any changes. It was agreed that this parish did not want to seek any changes.

9.4 From GCC regarding a new countywide Waste Local Plan. They were seeking any views of parish councils.

9.5 Notice that the annual Cotswold Cross Cycle Sportive would be using roads and rights of way through Woodmancote in March 2022.
10 Any Other Business:

10.1 Councillor Stoten said there was concern about parking around the school when children arrived and left. He would ask the school to request parents to be more considerate of local residents.

10.2 The Clerk had received requests from GAPTC and CDC to provide Councillors' email addresses . GAPTC said this was so they could send Newsletters etc direct to Councillors. Some Councillors had indicated they had no objection, others had not replied. If only some agreed, the Clerk would be unsure what information had been sent direct. CDC had given no reason for the request, except that they were creating a database. It was agreed that the Council would prefer information to come through the Clerk. It was also pointed out that, in a recent email from CDC (concerning governance) a very large number of email addresses of Councillors, as well as Clerks, had been disclosed to all.

11. Date of the next Parish Council Meeting(s)
Thursday 10 February 2022
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45 pm

Signed:   ….............................................

Date:       ….............................................
